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2022
MAY
FOV NEWSLETTER
 

 

We hope everyone has been enjoying the springtime weather and blooms of
the season! Read on to find out about name changes, a poem by Mable
Scarver Patterson, the Raleigh Reparative Justice Resolution and more.

 

The Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Run/Walk is Next Month!

The June 18th Inaugural Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Run/Walk at Raleigh's Dix
Park is almost here! Here is a list of needs and reminders. 

If you are volunteering and do not have an FOV t-shirt to wear, please
consider purchasing one through the website so FOV volunteers will be
visible throughout the race event. 
It's not too late to register for the 5K at
https://oberlinvillageheritage5k.itsyourrace.com/  If you want to
guarantee that you will receive a race t-shirt, do not wait until the last
minute! 
There are still vacant volunteer positions to support the race itself.
Positions are described and scheduled at Oberlin Village Heritage 5K
VOLUNTEERS in Raleigh, NC - Details, Registration, and Results | ITS
YOUR RACE
Follow us on Facebook: Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Run/Walk
Follow us on Instagram: OberlinVillage5K

Event proceeds will support the Friends of Oberlin Village in raising public
awareness and preserving Oberlin’s rich history, contributions, and
achievements.
 

Poem to Celebrate The Unveiling of the Oberlin Village Marker
Dedicated to The Friends of Oberlin Village with Love, by Mable Elizabeth
Scarver Patterson, read at the unveiling of the Oberlin Village Marker on

https://shop.friendsofoberlinvillage.org/product/oberlin-village-logo-t-shirt/
https://oberlinvillageheritage5k.itsyourrace.com/
https://oberlinvillageheritage5kvolunteers.itsyourrace.com/event.aspx?id=15053
https://www.facebook.com/Oberlin-Village-Heritage-5K-RunWalk-106830118533233
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofoberlinvillage/?hl=en
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Sunday, October 15, 2017. 
 

Oberlin was birthed in its season
To accommodate this area for a special reason.
Because it was God’s vision, it was heaven-sent
With a higher purpose in mind, not by accident.

Though misused and abused, our ancestors stood the test,
Laboring feverishly, seldom taking a rest,

To erect this free-standing, self-sufficient neighborhood with pride,
Making sure it was one of the best out here on the west side.

Oberlin’s existence really made a difference
Because our upstanding ancestors were not afraid to challenge resistance,

Yet, it seems we’ve reached a point of which there’s no return
As new development overpowers and devours it, having no concern.

They bulldoze and steam-roll, blotting Oberlin out of sight,
Only leaving us with “bits and pieces” crushing us with all their might.

We’re being paved over and pushed out, 
All because developers have opted to erase Oberlin Village - a decision they’ve

adopted.
In 1870, the seed was sown

By freed slaves who marked this territory as their own,
With their blood, sweat and tears Oberlin was grown,

Only to be demolished, leaving us with memories as they take away our home.
 

Another Win for Oberlin Village!

The street name in the 904 Oberlin community
has officially been changed from Cameron Manor
Lane to Oberlin Village Drive. The street signs
were installed last week!

 

Support the Raleigh Reparative Justice Resolution
 
Friends of Oberlin Village supports the Raleigh Reparative Justice Resolution
which will be presented to the Raleigh City Council by the Human Relations
Commission tentatively on June 7. Letters of support and signatures on the
petition supporting the resolution are needed now. 
 
You can sign the petition by clicking on the link below.

Raleigh Reparative Justice Resolution Petition

Letters of support by May 21:

Include 1)your support of the resolution, 2) the importance of the
adoption of this Resolution for the city of Raleigh to acknowledge its
racist past and as a necessary step in the racial healing of our
community, 3) reference to any wording in the Resolution as you feel led. 
Address your letter to the City of Raleigh

https://www.change.org/p/raleigh-nc-reparative-justice-resolution?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=e43e0e40-6925-11ea-9b91-3b36526bb67e
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Send your letter to DeborahBromiley12@gmail.com, or via USPS to
Deborah Bromiley, 621 Thistlegate Trail, Raleigh, NC 27610 for
presentation to the Council.

An email will be sent when the date of the presentation to the City Council is
confirmed, so that those wishing to attend to show their support may do so. 

 

Our condolences to the family of Swade Douglas Sanders, Sr. who
passed away on May 3, and is remembered fondly as a faithful FOV
volunteer and advocate. Funeral services will be held on May 14 at

noon at the Poplar Springs Christian Church in Raleigh. 

Oberlin Village Stories

By Wilma Peebles-Wilkins
Porches became prevalent during the mid-1880’s in American communities.
Oberlin Village was no different. Many homes, large and small, had porches
with swings or large wrap around porches like the one at the Turner House. At
616 Oberlin Road where the Peebles family lived, the porch in this small A-
frame home was an extension of the living room. Guests from out of town were
entertained on the porch. In the evenings neighbors gathered from the Rollins
home, at 618 Oberlin Road, and the Smith home, at 614 Oberlin Road, for
socializing, telling ghost stories, churning homemade ice cream or watching
lightning bugs. (Those properties are now occupied by the 616 Village
apartment complex.)

 

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or
Yearly recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time

donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community. 

DONATE

Upcoming Events:
6/4    Oberlin Village Walking Tour 10am
5/23  Virtual FOV Meeting 6pm

 
If interested in attending any of
our Upcoming Events, email

https://friendsofoberlinvillage.org/donate/
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6/18  OV Heritage 5K Run/Walk 7-11am friendsofoberlin@gmail.com for
more details. 
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