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Thank You
With sincere appreciation and gratitude, Friends of Oberlin Village extends our
heartfelt thanks to the volunteers, sponsors, community partners and attendees
whose support contributed to the success of our 10th Celebrate Oberlin event.
Through our partnership with the Raleigh Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources
Department, this year's event was held on the beautiful grounds of Raleigh's newest
park - Latta University Historic Park (LUHP) located in Oberlin. Immediately before
Celebrate Oberlin's festivities began, our guests enjoyed LUHP's opening dedication
ceremony, including remarks provided by Rev. Latta's descendants.   
 
Sharing Oberlin’s rich history with the community is a key goal of Celebrate Oberlin,
so we were very excited to host our event at Latta University Park where over 1000
students were educated. Throughout the evening guests re-lived warm memories
and created new memories about Oberlin as they strolled through the park greeting
one another and visiting the educational tables. Epic band's lively jazz and gospel
renditions kept participants in high spirits and the meals from Oak City Fish and
Chips and Sweet's Turkey BBQ were delectable. The Historic Oberlin Trolley tours
were extremely popular with over 100 people participating in the tours this year.
FOV will continue its research and education commitments, and we look forward to
sharing the results on our website and at our future Celebrate Oberlin events.
 
If you attended this year’s Celebrate Oberlin event, we encourage you to complete a
5-minute survey to assist us with planning next year’s event.  If you have not already
done so, please take a few moments to complete the survey which can be accessed
here.  Responses are requested by May 15. 

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.

-Nelson Mandela

Sincerely,

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village

 

Thank You Celebrate Oberlin Sponsors!

https://forms.gle/sbDJmFq9KrHwKmcdA


 

Thank You FOV Volunteers!
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Thank you to all the FOV volunteers who made the 2024 Celebrate Oberlin a
success. We couldn't have done it without you!

Jamee Alston
Jasmine Blount
Becky Boston
Julian Bruton
Ted Carter
Hank Debnam 
Heather Doyle 
Ben Fewel
Sabrina Goode
Stephanie Gootnick 
Sereion Humphrey
Doug Jennette
Cam Lewis
Alicia McGill
Dru McGill

Johnny McLean 
Michelle McLean 
Knox McMillan
Chris Mincey
Sandy Mueller 
Julie Nau
Claudia Phillips
Willette Rochelle Teasley
LaToya Skinner 
Kathy Staley
Karen Throckmorton 
Jadrian Throckmorton 
Lyle Adley-Warrick
Cheryl Williams 
West Raleigh Presbyterian Church
White Memorial Presbyterian Church

 

Oberlin: Did You Know?

The community of Oberlin was an epicenter for
education.

Schools were established incredibly early in the history
of the Oberlin community and education was
paramount to self-sufficiency and true equity. In 1865
Wilson W. Morgan, a Wake County State
Representative and resident, donated the land for
Wilson Temple United Methodist Church and
stipulated that the church include a school. Wilson,



“Oberlin’s father of education” was literate prior to the
Civil War and passionate about his children 

Wilson W. Morgan

attending school for nine months at a time when education was not compulsory, and
many schools were only open for four months per year.   

Over 100 students were being educated in the church-based school by the end of
the 1870’s.  Eventually the student population outgrew the space and they moved
into a one-room schoolhouse, Oberlin School, across from the church on Oberlin
Road. The school was enlarged to three rooms in 1882.  In 1916 the building was
moved and replaced with a modern, brick, eight classroom building. The building
was demolished in 1969. 
 
Mr. Morgan was a founding member of the North Carolina Teachers Association
(NCTA) in 1881, which eventually merged into what is now known as the North
Carolina Association of Educators (NCAE).

Oberlin School

 

Triangle Tribune Covers Latta Park Opening 



Story by Freda Freedman

RALEIGH – The 10th annual Celebrate Oberlin will honor the legacy of Oberlin
Village, North Carolina’s largest known intact settlement, founded by a free Black
man, Jesse Pettiford, in 1858. The April 20 event will kick off at 4 p.m. with the grand
opening of Latta University Historic Park.
 
The park is named in honor of the Rev. Morgan London Latta, who was born into
slavery in 1853. Latta founded Latta University, a trade school, in Oberlin Village in
1892 to educate underprivileged and orphaned children. Adults who worked during
the day attended classes at night. The school operated for 30 years, training more
than 1,000 students.
 
Oberlin Village was the epicenter of education for the Black community, said
Sabrina Goode, executive director of Friends of Oberlin Village. The Village was the
home of the city’s first Black mailman, sheriff and police chief.

(Click below for the full article)

Full Article

 

Raleigh Historic Development Commission

The mission of the Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC) is to identify,
preserve, protect, and promote  Raleigh's historic resources. To keep informed
about what the city is doing to preserve Raleigh's history and character, supporters
of FOV are encouraged to attend RHDC meetings which are held at 7:45 a.m. on the
third Tuesday of the month at One Exchange Plaza, Suite 100. All upcoming regular
and committee meetings can be found by clicking the link below. 

https://www.triangletribune.com/news/2024/04/10/black-history/latta-university-park-honors-free-black-educator/


RHDC Meetings

 

Tributes

Designating your gift as a tribute in honor of, or in memory of someone special, or to
mark an occasion is a wonderful way to extend the impact of your donation. 
 
The following tributes were made in the 1st Quarter of 2024:

Sharon Adley in Memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
Joe Holt, Jr.  in Memory of the following friends and loved ones:

Nannie H. Morgan
Kendall L. Harris
Ellen Scarver Haywood "Ma Pie"
Myrtle L. Capehart
Leonidas D. Haywood "Sonny"
Joseph H. Holt, Sr. and Elywna H. Holt
Sue Adley-Warrick

Thank You!

Thank You to the Micajah Bullock Chapter of the National

Society Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) for
their $1,000 donation towards preservation of the Historic

Oberlin Cemetery. 

 

May Celebrations

Happy Birthday! 

Johnny McLean - May 31 

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and

events we can share as a community. 

 

Upcoming Events
 

https://raleighnc.gov/planning-and-development/raleigh-historic-development-commission


05/18   Oberlin Village Walking Tour 10:00 a.m.

Thru  05/25  Portraits of Resistance & Resilience Quilt Display at WTUMC

 Give a gift that keeps on giving.
Consider including FOV as a beneficiary in your estate planning.

 Contact Us 

 

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.

https://friendsofoberlinvillage.org/contact/
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