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Be Our Guest!

Join us for an exciting evening meeting new friends or reuniting with neighbors at
FOV's 10th Annual Celebrate Oberlin event. This year's celebratory event will be
held on April 20, 2024, from 4-8 p.m. on the beautiful grounds of Raleigh's newest
park - Latta University Historic Park.

Enjoy the evening visiting a mobile library of education tables featuring: Oberlin
Pioneers in Medicine hosted by WakeMed, radar scans of Oberlin Cemetery
conducted by former NCSU doctoral student John Wall, Oberlin Veterans from
various military campaigns, and other education displays. Dance the night away or
relax on a blanket on the grassy knolls listening to the live performance of EPIC,
whose playlist will include jazz and gospel. Stroll through the park and read the
interpretive signage honoring Latta University. Learn about the landmark structures
along Oberlin Road by partaking in a free Historic Trolley Tour of Oberlin offered
throughout the evening by FOV volunteers. Satiate your appetite with offerings by
two gourmet food trucks: Oak City Fish & Chips and Sweet's Turkey BBQ. And,
satisfy your sweet tooth with homemade pound cakes provided by White Memorial
Presbyterian Church, West Raleigh Presbyterian Church, and other terrific bakers.

This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Oberlin with the community, while
learning about the history and the leaders of North Carolina’s largest known
remaining intact settlement founded by a free Black person in 1858. We hope to see
you there.

Sincerely,.
&éfﬂtz g %’“{’/

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village

Join Us for Celebrate Oberlin!
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friendsofoberlinvillage.org

Trolley Tours of Historic Oberlin Village
5:00 | 5:30| 6:00 | 6:30

Engaging Education Stations 4-7 PM
Live Music by EPIC after opening ceremony

Gourmet Food Trucks 4-7 PM
Oak City Fish and Chips

Sweet’s Turkey BBQ
BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET
Parking:

Jayce e Park

2405 Wade Ave, Raleigh

McDonald York Building
801 Oberlin Rd, Raleigh

RAIN OR SHINE
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There are still volunteer shifts that need filling for the Celebrate Oberlin event. If
you are able to help out between the hours of 3 and 8 p.m., please reach out to
friendsofoberlin@gmail.com to let LaToya know when you are available.

Oberlin: Did You Know?




Students attending the university were local as well as
from out of state so boarding was provided.
Additionally, the university site provided housing and
nurturing for many black orphans. During slavery the
Black family bond was broken by slave owners
separating family members, especially children. After
emancipation these homeless children received
industrial and manual training.

The Reverend Latta and his family also lived on campus.
The substantial two-story house with a large wrap
around porch was built in approximately 1905. The
house was designated as a Raleigh Historic Landmark
and was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 2002. Unfortunately, the house was destroyed
in afire on January 8, 2007. A brick outline of the
house’s foundation remains in the historic park.

The late Darlene Coleman, delighted in sharing her
adventures while growing up in the Latta house, years
after the university’s closing. Listen to Darlene’s
recollection which is part of the Voices of Oberlin
narrative by clicking on the button.

Voices of Oberlin

FOV Welcomes New Board Members



A native North Carolinian, Julian Bruton, along with his
wife and two children, has been residing in Wake
County for the past six years, where he started a family
owned real estate investing business. He servesin a
leadership position at the Prince Hall Masonic Lodge in
Wake Forest, a group which has been integral to
uplifting the historic African-American community
there. Julian and his wife developed a strong passion for
historic preservation after observing historic markers
in minority communities and talking with neighborhood
_ historians. Upon further online research, they
- discovered Friends of Oberlin in 2023, attended the
. FOV Heritage 5K, and then joined the organization.
Julian aims to bring his experience in sales and
marketing to FOV to help increase fundraising
initiatives and educational awareness in the community.

Stephanie Gootnick has had successful careers as a
writer, attorney, teacher, and theater and film producer.
She currently resides in Raleigh, where she has been
happily cultivating and sharing a deeply rich spiritual
life with her beloved and expanding community of
friends and family since 2006. She is deeply committed
to a number of civic endeavors that include the
preservation and dissemination of accurate historic
record, voting rights and civic engagement, and the
enhancement of quality of life for those with diminished
resource and opportunity. Stephie additionally remains
the always proud and grateful parent of a beautiful
daughter. Stephie currently supports FOV by providing
walking tours under the organization’s Education
umbrella.

Karen Ryden is currently the US Program Manager for

.. Automation at Kyndyryl, Inc, an IBM spinoff. Her

= . background in areas such as Project Administration and
@ . Audit & Compliance have contributed to the

d development of her communication and financial
management skills. She currently serves on the board of
the Holy Michael Foundation, and was a past chair of
the non-profit N2N(Neighbor to Neighbor) located in
Southeast Raleigh. Karen moved to the Oberlin

1 Community 16 years ago attracted to its rich cultural

~ history. Karen assisted Dr. Ruth Little with the pictorial
~.. collection of Oberlin Cemetery, which aided in its
designation as a historical site. She would like to
continue her service to Oberlin, ensuring its longevity
through continued engagement, education, and
outreach to the broader community.

City to Honor Kendall Harris




There will be an honorary reception on Tuesday, May 7,
for Kendall L. Harris, former FOV Board Member, who
transitioned last July, to recognize his contributions to
the City of Raleigh. The event will be held at the Raleigh
Municipal Building (222 W. Hargett St.), 2nd floor lobby
outside the City Council Chamber from 11:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. Appreciation goes to Councilwoman Stormie
Forte for her initiative and leadership, and to the City of
Raleigh staff for coordination of this event.

April Celebrations

Happy Birthday!
Ann Fulford-McQueen - 4/8
Sabrina Goode - 4/11
Lillian Goode Alston - 4/27

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and

events we can share as a community.

Upcoming Events
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HISTORIC OBERLIN CEMETERY
CLEAN-UP

Saturday, April 6, 2024

9 a.m. - Noon
Rain or Shine!

¢ Located at 1014 Oberlin Road

. // .  Parking behind InterAct
C?;af’r(m—-' of Li :
‘4 ¢/ . » Light refreshments and water provided

7o\ ® e]f]_ln ¢ Clippers, tarps, work gloves, and closed
~/VILLAGE toe shoes are suggested

LSSt L For more information,
please contact Doug Jennette
adjennette01@gmail.com

04/06 Oberlin Cemetery Clean Up 9:00 a.m. - Noon

04/20 Celebrate Oberlin and Latta University Historic Park Opening 4 -7 p.m.
04/22 FOV General Meeting 6 p.m. Virtual/In-Person

04/30 Last day of Voices of Oberlin: Oberlin Regional Library Exhibit

05/07 City to honor Kendall Harris at Municipal Bldg 2nd floor lobby 11:30 - 1:00

Give a gift that keeps on giving.
Consider including FOV as a beneficiary in your estate planning.

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.
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