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Silence

Reflecting on two historically significant months in the Black community, January
being host to the MLK holiday and February being Black History month, | believe
without a doubt that neither would have been achieved with silence.

TOO often we actively choose not to get involved by hiding behind a cloak of silence.
Let somebody else speak at the hearing. Anybody can be an advocate for
preservation. Nobody should stick their neck out and risk their reputation. Well, my
friend, the day will come when you want somebody, anybody, or nobody to come to
your aid, and sadly, there very well may be silence.

TOO often in history the majority stayed silent when atrocities were inflicted by the
minority - the Holocaust; the burning down of Tulsa, Oklahoma and Wilmington,
North Carolina; the censoring of books; the demolishing of DEIB (Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion and Belonging); or the rapid razing of historically significant homes (and
affordable housing) in Oberlin Village, the last intact physical footprint of the only
known pre-construction settlement founded by a free Black in the state of North
Carolina.

Dr. Martin Luther King spoke about the escapism of silence and the detrimental
effect this action has on a civil society.

"The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the
silence over that by the good people.”
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

As a child, when learning about the various reigns of dehumanization that had
occurred, | would often wonder why someone didn’t say or do something. As an
adult, | concede that perhaps they were and we are too comfortable thinking of self
versus the whole community.

"There comes a time when silence is betrayal."
"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter."

"In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our
friends."
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Will your descendants lament, “Why did they stay silent? What could have been
more important than saving the history of a community that helped to build our city,
state and nation? Why the moral dilemma?"

Sincerely,.
&éfl)d g %’“{’/

Executive Director
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Friends of Oberlin Village

FOV Provides Custom Tour

Stephanie Gootnick provided a day long
custom tour of Oberlin Village to Brittany
Gray, including the Sit-Down Marker in the
Village District, the historic structures along
Oberlin Road, Oberlin Rising, and a stroll
through Latta University Historic Park.
Brittany selected Oberlin as one of the
communities to gather research for the
Chisholm Legacy Project, a resource hub for
Black Femme Leadership on Climate Justice.
Brittany will be visiting several states in the
Southeast. FOV is honored to be included in
this project.

Save the Date - April 20, 2024
Colelrgfe!

erlin
VILLAGE

&
Latta University Historic Park Opening

Joinus on April 20,4 - 7 p.m. for FOV's 10th annual Celebrate Oberlin and
ribbon cutting at Latta University Historic Park. Come help us honor our
beloved community and ride the Historic Oberlin Trolley Tour, visit the
educational tables hosted by our community partners featuring archive
photos and research displays, and enjoy the delicious food. With a repeat live
performance by EPIC, the playlist will include jazz and gospel favorites. Come
stroll along the pathways of Oberlin's newest park and read the interpretive
signs honoring Latta, and then rest on the newly installed benches. More
details to come! We hope you can join us!

A wonderful way to extend the impact of your donation is to designate your gift as a
tribute in honor of, or in memory of someone special, or to mark an occasion.

The following tributes were made in the 4th Quarter of 2023:

+ Hank Debnam in Memory of Kendall Harris
» Michelle G. McLean in Memory of Robert and Emily Rose Morgan Goode
o Rodney Turner in Honor of The Turner House
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Karen G. Throckmorton in Memory of Robert and Emily Goode

Sharon Adley in Memory of Sue Adley-Warrick

Lillian Goode Alston in Honor of the Goode Family Siblings (Julius H. Goode,
Jr., Robert A. Goode, Herbert P. Goode, Jacqueline Goode Shelton) and
Parents Julius H. Goode, Sr. and Helen Hunter Goode

Jamee Alston in Memory of Julius H. Goode, Sr., Helen Hunter Goode, Robert
Atkins Goode, Emily Rose Goode, Julius H. Goode, Jr., Jacqueline Goode
Shelton, Morgan Goode Throckmorton and Sean Floyd-Laisure.

Thank you!

February Celebrations

Happy Birthday!
Michelle McLean - February 15
Smedes York - February 22
LaToya Skinner - February 24

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and

events we can share as a community.

Upcoming Events

Oberlin’s Trailblazers:

FEBRUARY

Oberlin Magnet Middle School

2816 Oberlin Road Raleigh, NC

Join us for a communi 1 g our
original Trailblazers, the 5 from the
1960’s, who led the way
integration. Through the;
understand our school's livir
lessons that will positive
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Give a gift that keeps on giving.
Consider including FOV as a beneficiary in your estate planning.

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.

Our Contact Information
*{{Organization Name}}*
*{{Organization Address}}*
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