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Make a Difference in 2024

Dear Friends,

I don’t believe that | am alone in thinking that the passing of years accelerates as one
gets older and, in turn, the sense of urgency for a life lived with purpose is desired.

As we enter 2024, | look forward to the year with optimism recognizing the many
opportunities the Friends of Oberlin Village has to further its many
accomplishments that have made a difference in preserving and honoring the rich
history of Oberlin Village through educational events and publications. During the
past year we lost many of our Oberlin esteemed elders, and it is my hope that prior
to the transition of our dearly beloved elders they found joy and comfort in knowing
that FOV will continue to advocate on Oberlin’s behalf and that Oberlin’s rich legacy
will continue to be celebrated for generations to come.

Oberlin’s history IS Raleigh’s history, and FOV needs your continued support to
ensure that an accurate history of Raleigh is researched and preserved, to recognize
the contributions of all citizens, and to rejoice in the diversity of our community.
This research and preservation task is more difficult due to the lack of recorded
history about Black communities and people, combined with the inaccuracies of
recorded history.

In 2024, | hope that you will further commit to your ability to make a positive
difference in the world and live a life with purpose. Don’t underestimate the value of
volunteering your time, sharing your talents, and making contributions to the
Friends of Oberlin Village. Create your own legacy of living and giving with purpose.

May 2024 be the year of enlightened FOV accomplishments achieved by dedicated
individuals such as you!

Mission Statement

The Friends of Oberlin Village, through preservation and education,
honors Oberlin, one of the last known surviving free and
freedmen's villages in the state of North Carolina that grew out of
an antebellum Free Black settlement.

Sincerely,.
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Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village



Join the Board of Directors
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Looking to get more involved in the preservation of the Oberlin Village community?
FQV is looking for new members to join the Board of Directors for a two-year term.
The BOD typically meets five times a year, and active participation in events and
general meetings is expected. Members also lead or serve on an FOV committee and
should anticipate dedicating approximately 10 to 15 hours per month towards their
FOV responsibilities. Interested individuals can find more information through the
link on the FOV website front page. Applications must be submitted by Tuesday,
January 16.

Celebrating Our Volunteers

Doug Jennette

One of the strongest characteristics of Oberlin has been its sense of community;,
where neighbors interact with each other as family. This trait is still embodied today.
The Raleigh Friends Meeting has been a neighbor in the Oberlin community and
involved with the Friends of Oberlin Village for many years. Member Doug Jennette
has fostered the bond between RFM and FOV. Inrecent years, Doug has seamlessly
assumed the responsibility of coordinating FOV’s community clean-up of the
Historic Oberlin cemetery. The maintenance of the cemetery receives many
accolades. Doug’s organizational talents make the many tasks involved in scheduling
aclean-up appear easy. Doug has also been highly active in contributing to the
operational set up of Celebrate Oberlin, FOV’s signature education event. He has
also coordinated donations from the Friends Meeting to the Wilson Temple Food
Pantry for many years. Doug's affable demeanor, dependable nature, and generous
smile has enabled him to build a strong bond with the members of FOV, the Oberlin
neighborhood and the community at large. Doug’s participation in FOV has
enlivened and strengthened our organization.

Thank you, Doug!



National Day Of Racial Healing - January 16

The National Day of Racial Healing is an opportunity to bring ALL people in their
common humanity to contemplate our shared values. Racial Healing helps build
trust among people and restore communities to wholeness so they can work
together to change the systems and structures that affirm the inherent value of all
people.

The Raleigh Human Relations Commission is inviting residents of the City of Raleigh
to join us on Jan. 16 at Chavis Park (505 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.) at 6 p.m. for a
National Day of Racial Healing event. At the event, we will come together,
contribute to a collective art project, and participate in healing discussions with our
neighbors on how we recognize and appreciate each other.

Registration is encouraged. Please visit the registration page to learn more and
register in advance to let us know that you plan to attend.

Save the Date - April 20, 2024
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Mark April 20 on your calendars now for Celebrate Oberlin, our community
gathering featuring food and beverages, a jazz band, and historic trolley tours of
our community. This same day will also be the opening day of Latta University
Historic Park.

Details to follow.

Condolences



Condolences to the friends and family of
Christopher Lawrence Debnam
9/23/26 - 12/30/23 (Obituary)

Upcoming Events

01/16 National Day of Racial Healing

01/20 Oberlin Village Walking Tour 1:30 p.m.

01/22 FOV Meeting 6 p.m. Virtual/In-Person

04/20 Celebrate Oberlin

04/20 Latta University Historic Park Opening

Thru 04/30 Voices of Oberlin: Oberlin Regional Library Exhibit

Find out if your employer has a Matching Gift Program!

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or Yearly
recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time
donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community.

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.
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