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We Are So Thankful!

Thanks to our supporters, FOV has participated in and hosted many special
events and projects thus far in 2023.

In early April FOV partnered with PNC to share the Isabelle Bowen Henderson
gardens for public viewing. The property is currently maintained by Isabelle’s
nephew Russ Stephenson and his wife Ellen Longino. Thanks to a shout out by
Essence magazine and a wonderful video post by Heather Leah of WRAL, over
1000 visitors toured the historic garden design and architectural placemaking
established in the late 1930’s. The Henderson House and Gardens was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places in 1989 and is a Raleigh Historic
Property.

Historic House & Garden Tour
Presenvation NC & Friendsof Oberin Village Present:

ATreasure of Raleigh History, Garden Design &
Architectural Placemaking in Oberlin Village

The Isabelle Bowen Henderson House & Gardens
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Open to the Rubl!

nday, April 2¢from1-4pm

FOV celebrated our historic community in April with our ninth annual Celebrate
Oberlin event which welcomed our Platinum Sponsor, CBC DEIB. The attendance
was record breaking; the BBQ plates sold out; and, the band EPIC provided a
wonderful arrangement of jazz and pop selections. The event's education
marketplace featured over 14 education tables drawing in participants to view
photos from the NC Archives; identify the Medical Pioneers from Oberlin at the
WakeMed table; view the City of Raleigh's latest development plans for the Latta
University Historic Park; and, honor and review the history of Oberlin’s military
veterans hosted by Auxiliary Post 157. In addition, over 90 people enjoyed the
Historic Oberlin trolley tour sponsored by York Properties.
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Tickets available online at:
https://www.brownpapertickets.com
Jevent/5746282 or at the event
Trolley Tours of Historic Oberlin Village
EPIC performs Jazz and Gospel

816 Oberlin Road (RAIN OR SHINE)
BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET

friendsofoberlinvillage.org

The Celebrate Oberlin event was highlighted by the unveiling of the NC Civil
Rights marker in the Village District earlier in the day. The marker honored the 41
students who were arrested in 1960 for protesting the right to be served at the
counter at the former Woolworth's. We were blessed to have seven of the
students return with their family members for this proud acknowledgement.
After the unveiling, the Oberlin Regional Library (the name is now official) hosted
a question and answer session between the students and public. The 150-person
crowd was standing room only.
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In June we hosted our second Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Fun Run and Walk at
WakeMed Soccer Park. FOV hosted a marketplace featuring small Black owned
businesses and other partners from the community who donated their help and
goodies for our swag bags. This event was an enormous production for a non-
profit that is fueled by enthusiastic volunteers. Once again, FOV's Development

Chair, Chris Mincey, did an awesome job managing this event.

With limited time to catch our breath in between events and projects, FOV
partnered with the Office of Raleigh Arts and the Black on Black Project, to
launch the Voices of Oberlin Oral Narratives and Photo Exhibit in the Block
Gallery located in the City of Raleigh Municipal building. A second exhibit was
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hosted by the Oberlin Regional Library, with photos of some of the project's
participants on full display in the library windows.

The FOV Board recently met to develop FOV's 2024-2025 Strategic Plan which is
designed to build on FOV's many successes achieved thus far that have honored
and preserved our beloved Oberlin Community along with providing education
about the legacy of Oberlin Village. We acknowledge that our successes could not
have been achieved without your vital assistance and thank you for your
volunteer efforts and financial donations that helped with securing the materials,
operations, and equipment needed to provide the above events and programs. As
you begin considering your year-end donations, please keep the Friends of
Oberlin Village in your plans. FOV is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization managed
by volunteers and your donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. We also
invite you to reach out to your employer to determine if they sponsor a matching
donation fund program. A single donation, or a monthly, quarterly, or annual
donation plan can be set up by clicking on the following box:

DONATE

Thank you in advance for considering FOV for your annual charitable
contributions. Your thoughtful donations will enable FOV to continue offering
educational programs such as our website and newsletter, along with maintaining
the Historic Oberlin Cemetery and preserving the legacy of Oberlin Village. Plans
for 2024 include furthering FOV's mission by conducting broad research on the
residents of Oberlin, as well as those interred in the Historic Oberlin Cemetery.
The resulting research will be shared with you through educational programs and
on our website. Please show your support for our mission by donating.

Sincerely,
&éf/)a g %"’d’/

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village

Oberlin Village: Leaders of the Legacy

Bettie Thompson: From Oberlin to Danville, VA
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- Written by Sonja Ingram

In 2018, as the remnants of Hurricane Michael struck Virginia, floodwaters from
a nearby creek deposited a layer of mud over James Street Holiness Church's
lower levels and basement. In addition, the church's roof was damaged by high
winds and rain. With assistance from Preservation Virginia, the Danville church
passed the first hurdle in acquiring a disaster assistance grant through the
Department of Historic Resources.

The damage is only the latest chapter in the history of the James Street Holiness
Church - a history that begins in1891, when the church was established by Bettie
Thompson, a young African American woman from North Carolina, who moved to
Danville after joining the Holiness Movement.

Thompson was born in the late 1860s in the Oberlin neighborhood of Raleigh, a
village established by African Americans after emancipation. While still a young
woman, Thompson joined a local Holiness group, much to her parents' distress.
The movement was widely viewed with suspicion and members were often
violently mistreated.

Nevertheless, the movement grew and its progress often included African
American and women leaders. Why Thompson moved to Danville remains a
mystery. During the late 19th century, the City of Danville, like many southern
cities, struggled with civil unrest during and after Reconstruction as white
residents began to resent the political, economic and social gains of freed African
Americans. In 1883, the "Danville Riot," a racially motivated street fight between
Danville citizens, ended in the deaths of at least five people and began an
unfortunate downward turn for mobility among local African Americans.

Moving to Danville in the 1890s was surely difficult for Thompson. Not only did
she have to deal with local racial issues, but by 1894 - just three years after the
James Street Holiness Church was established - several Black Baptist leaders in
Danville came out in force against Thompson. Local and state newspapers printed
articles indicating that Thompson was deluding people and should be
excommunicated. In the words in one such article:

"[The] alarm has been intensified because a church in North Danville has gone
over almost bodily to Bettie Thompson's beliefs, including the pastor. The
preachers have held a meeting and threaten to withdraw the hand of

file:///C:/Users/sfmue/Documents/FOV/Newsletters/23-10 FOV Newsletter.html 4/8



10/17/23, 4:53 PM

23-10 FOV Newsletter.html

fellowship from the church and have resolved to excommunicate all their
members who run after the Thompson woman."

Still, Thompson persevered. Period records list her profession a "pastor,"
"minister," and "preacher," and the James Street Holiness Church thrived under
Thompson's leadership, with more than 800 members at its height.

By 2017, however, declining membership led to a suspension of church services.
Hurricane Michael was seen by many as a "last nail in the coffin" for the church,
and in May of this year, the site was included on the list of Virginia's Most
Endangered Historic Places.

Church Trustee Rita Smith's goal is for the church to be restored and used as a
community center while also securing Thompson's legacy. For Smith and many
others, the James Street Holiness Church embodies the countless contributions
made by African American women in Virginia and the nation, a history continually
and systematically underrepresented. The recent disaster assistance relief grant
will help reverse this trend, helping preserve vital history for both Danville and
our nation as awhole.

!

James Street Holiness Church in Danville was rect

a grant to aid in its preservation.

Thank you Mary Ruffin Hanbury for finding and sharing this article with us!
We invite all of our readers to share any articles of historic interest with FOV!
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HISTORIC OBERLIN CEMETERY
CLEAN-UP

Saturday, October 28, 2023

9 a.m. - Noon
Rain or Shine!

¢ Located at 104 Oberlin Road

e Parking behind InterAct

e Light refreshments and water provided

e Clippers, tarps, work gloves, and closed
toe shoes are suggested

PRESERVE « HONOR « EDUCATE

% For more information,
please contact Doug Jennette
adjennette01@gmail.com

Tributes

A wonderful way to extend the impact of your donation is to designate your gift
as a tribute in honor of, or in memory of someone special, or to mark an occasion.

The following tributes were made in the 3rd quarter of 2023:

Susan Davis in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
Rachel Zarkin in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
Sandy Mueller in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
Scott Shore in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick

Lee Hoffman in memory of Kendall Harris
Michelle McLean in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
Michelle McLean in memory of Kendall Harris
Sabrina Goode in memory of Sue Adley-Warrick
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City Council Member Jane Harrison Tours Oberlin
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On August 19, 2023 City Council Member Jane Harrison(left) spent the morning
learning about the history of Oberlin Village while attending a tour led by
Stephanie Gootnick(right). Thank you Ms. Harrison for taking the time to learn
more about the history of this historic Raleigh community!

October Celebrations

Happy Anniversary to Ted "Von" Carter and his wife Melissa - Oct 4

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and events
we can share as a community.

Upcoming Events:

Thru 10/06 Voices of Oberlin: Oberlin Regional Library Exhibit
10/21 Oberlin Village Walking Tour 1:30 p.m.

10/23 FOV Meeting 6pm Virtual/In Person

10/28 Historic Oberlin Cemetery Clean-Up 9:00 a.m. - Noon

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or Yearly
recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time
donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community.

DONATE

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.
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Our Contact Information
*{{Organization Name}}*
*{{Organization Address}}*
*{{Organization Phone}}*
*{{Organization Website}}*
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*{{Unsubscribe}}* ®
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