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Losing History Through
The Oberlin Real Estate Boom

This month | share a personal story with you that is all too familiar to the
descendants of the founding families of Oberlin. The presence of the Goode
family in the Oberlin community began in 1925 when my paternal great
grandparents Lillian P. and Robert Lee Hunter built their home at 2212 Everett
Avenue.

In 2022 we featured the home in the Friends of Oberlin Village, Historic Homes
notecard series. The rendering was created by FOV volunteer and artist Knox
McMillian.

The Robert Lee and Lillian P. Hunter House (1925)
This Everett Avenue house was originally built in 1925 and was primarily
owned throughout the years by the Hunter, Young, and Hartsfield
families. Previous homeowners, Lillian P. Hunter and Robert Lee Hunter
are thought to be the first couple married in Oberlin Baptist Church.
According to the 1910 census, Lillian worked as a domestic in her own
home and Robert was a carpet layer and a department store worker.
Robert also served in the military. The house was also previously owned
by Andrew Green Young and his wife Lessie Spivey Young. Andrew
worked in maintenance in a private home. Lillian Hunter’s sister, Delia
and brother-in-law, Al Hartsfield, also previously owned the house. His
occupations included a butcher, a blacksmith, and a night watchman for
the “deaf dumb school,” presumed to be the North Carolina School for
the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, which would later become the
Governor Morehead School. Delia worked as a cook in a private home.
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Recently the house was listed for sale and | hold my breath wondering if it will
meet the same demolition demise as so many original structures that formed
the community of Oberlin. So many of the founding families of Oberlin worked
multiple jobs to provide for their families. Many of these jobs were less than
glamourous and the wages were meager. It is a tragedy that due to Jim Crow
laws, the Great Migration, and other injustices, generational wealth was stymied
for Blacks, particularly in the South. For those few remaining descendants of
the founding families of Oberlin, | fear that the rapid rise of property taxes will
force them to lose their precious home and perhaps their last historical link to
their ancestors. These esteemed elders have a fixed social security benefit,
limited savings, or family assistance that is no match to the escalating housing
costs in Raleigh as affordable housing is almost non-existent. What a terrible
price to pay for building a thriving religious community, which launched national
leaders and encouraged education as the great equalizer. Alas, their
commitment and efforts to build a great community have now resulted in their
descendants being priced out of their ancestral homes.

Sincerely,
&éfl)a g ?ﬂdo(l/

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village

(Preliminary Rendering)

Boutique Hotel Honors Oberlin Village

FOV is very pleased to share that a 150-room boutique hotel honoring Oberlin
Village will be built in the Village District at the former site of the K&W. The
construction firm Quality Oil Company of Winston-Salem and FOV will partner
to ensure that references honoring Oberlin are historically accurate. This is the
first new construction in Oberlin Village that has been named in honor of our
165 year community. Oberlin Village is one of the last known surviving free
and freedmen's villages in the state of North Carolina that grew out of an
antebellum Free Black settlement.
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Friends of Oberlin Village Receives $10,000 Grant

The Friends of Oberlin Village received a 2023 Environmental Justice
Education and Advocacy Mini Grant from the NC Black Alliance(NCBA) in the
amount of $10,000. The NCBA addresses policy and economic issues to
enhance Black communities by developing and promoting systemic policy
change as well as youth and leadership development. They also seek to
collaborate with strategic partners to advance the work of those organizations
and to enhance intentional collaboration with Black constituencies.

This grant will allow FOV to fund:

« the professional design and manufacture/printing of onsite signage at the
Historic Oberlin Cemetery which meet the guidelines of the National Park
Service and the recommendations of the Chicora Foundation.

» the development of educational cemetery brochures for distribution to the
community at large and area schools.

 the design of dedicated Historic Oberlin Cemetery website pages.

Many thanks to the North Carolina Black Alliance!

Voices of Oberlin Reception

The Raleigh Arts held an exhibition reception on Thursday, June 29 at the
Block Gallery to celebrate the Voices of Oberlin exhibition. Through portraits
and oral histories from elders and community members, the Voices of Oberlin
exhibition emphasizes how special the Oberlin community was and still is.
Speakers included City of Raleigh Public Art Director Kelly McChesney,
Public Art and Design Board Chair Linda Dallas, FOV Board Chair Michelle
McLean, Black on Black Project Founder Michael Williams, Photographer
Derrick Beasley, and City Council Member Stormie Forte. To view a video of
the reception and speakers, click on the button below.


https://ncblackalliance.org/

Reception Video

There's Still Time!
Visit the Voices of Oberlin Exhibit at the Block Gallery

Now - September 22, 2023

Curated by Michael S. Williams of the Black On Black Project, the Voices of
Oberlin exhibit features portraits and oral histories of 20+ residents
celebrating life and communal bonding in Raleigh's historic Oberlin Village.

Block Gallery
Raleigh Municipal Building
222 West Hargett Street
Raleigh, NC 27601
919-996-3610
M-F, 8:30am — 5:15pm

Coming Soon!
Second Location: Voices of Oberlin Exhibit

A second exhibit of the Voices of Oberlin photos will be installed mid-August
at the Oberlin Regional Library located in The Village District. Once known,
the specific opening date will be posted at the top of our website and on
social media.
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2 Historic Oberlin Cemetery
CLEAN-UP DAY
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Hlstorlc Oberlln Cemetery JuIy Cleanup

On July 15 the FOV Cemetery Committee hosted the mid-summer cleanup. As
usual for this time of year, it was a smaller group. Despite the heat helpers were
enthusiastic and focused, and spent most of the morning picking up an amazing
number of fallen limbs, likely from the spring storms. Cheryl Williams gave a
history of the cemetery. Cam Lewis helped with signing in volunteers. NCSU
student Rowan Morgan joined us for the first time and his young strength was
most appreciated. Ben Fewel and Catherine Maxwell, Oberlin neighbors who
have helped in the past joined us. Richard Loeppert came to lend a hand and
worked in tandem with Ben. Judy Tardiff wanted to reconnect with FOV and
graciously weeded and gathered small branches. Leeya and Neel Chaudhuri,
consistent youth volunteers, carved out a few hours of their busy Saturday to
help us. These volunteers who have repeatedly shown their commitment to


https://youtu.be/RCZCnGt7Vcc
https://raleighnc.gov/arts/services/experience-arts/voices-oberlin

serving our community represented local churches, schools, and civic
organizations.

The preservation and maintenance work that has been done over the last 12
months has made a great improvement to the cemetery. Kudos to Doug
Jennette who coordinates the cemetery preservation tasks and cleanups by
contacting all of the wonderful people who help us. He helps with setup, notifies
the community, makes sure that potential volunteers are notified, and welcomes
them to the cleanup. Our next cleanup is October 28, 9 -12 p.m. We encourage
you to come out and help us keep the Historic Oberlin Cemetery looking great.

Condolences

Sadly Oberlin Village lost four vital members of the community in July: Sue
Adley-Warrick, Kendall Harris, Elizabeth Peebles, and Lucille Hope Jones.

Sue Adley-Warrick was a dedicated FOV volunteer
for many years and served as an FOV Board
member. Her advocacy for FOV was enduring as
she worked tirelessly on FOV's behalf with the City
Council and Raleigh Planning Commission over the
years. In addition Sue petitioned for the Historic
Overlay District, served as project manager for the
Sr. Resource Guide and served as a member of the
2020-23 FOV Strategic Planning Committee. Sue
passed on July 17. Obituary

Kendall Harris was raised in Oberlin Village and
was currently serving on the FOV Board of
Directors since 2021. While on the FOV Board, he
served on the Education Committee and the
Outreach and Engagement Committee. He also
assisted with scheduling interviews for the Oberlin
History Oral Narratives project and is one of the
Oberlin descendants featured in the exhibit. He
served as the DJ for FOV's Oberlin Heritage 5K
Run Walk in 2022. Kendall passed on July 24.
Obituary

Margaret Elizabeth Peebles was actively involved in
the Oberlin community over the years, including
being a member of Wilson Temple United Methodist
Church for over 75 years. This photo was taken in
2017 at the dedication of the Oberlin Village Historic
Marker. Miss Elizabeth passed on July 26 at the
age of 102. Obituary

Lucille Hope Jones, born and raised in Oberlin, had
been its longest living former resident at 107 years
old. She was a career primary teacher, and was one
of three mothers who first applied for their children
to enroll in an all-white school, placing her in the
middle of Raleigh's Civil Rights Movement. Hope
Jones passed away on July 30. Obituary



https://www.haywoodfh.com/obituary/SusanLorraine-Adley-Warrick
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/kendall-harris-obituary?id=52539240
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/newsobserver/name/margaret-peebles-obituary?id=52579780
https://www.haywoodfh.com/obituary/Lucille-Jones

Save the Date:
Latta University Historic Park Grand Opening

September 30, 2023
Details to come!

Oberlin Village Tours - Third Saturdays Monthly

Have you attended the Friends of Oberlin Village Walking Tour? It is a great
way to learn about the history of Oberlin Village, and is hosted the third
Saturday of the month, lasting about an hour and a half. Tours start at 10 a.m.
May - October, and 1:30 p.m. November - April. Sign up is required by noting
your interest through the Contact Us page on the FOV website.

Help Spread the Word About Oberlin Village

Friends of Oberlin Village now has black baseball caps and new t-shirt designs
available for purchase through the website. Help educate the public and let
people know you support Oberlin Village.

Upcoming Events:

08/19 Oberlin Village Walking Tour 10:00 am

08/28 FOV Meeting 6pm Virtual/In Person

Thru 09/22 Voices of Oberlin: Portraits and Oral Histories Exhibit

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or
Yearly recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?


https://friendsofoberlinvillage.org/contact/
https://friendsofoberlinvillage.bigcartel.com/

Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time
donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community.

DONATE

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.

Our Contact Information
*{{Organization Name}}*
*{{Organization Address}}*
*{{Organization Phone}}*
*{{Organization Website}}*
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