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Thanks to the Community!

The Friends of Oberlin Village extends a heartfelt thank you to all the members
of the community at large that supported our second annual Oberlin Village
Heritage 5K Run and Walk! The weather was beautiful, the various vendors
proudly shared their services, sponsors were extremely generous with their
donations, and the runners were energized and excited to spend the morning
with the Friends of Oberlin Village as we raised educational awareness and
funding for our beloved community. Great events like this don’t just happen.
FOV has been extremely fortunate to have the race managed by our
Development Chair, Chris Mincey who executed a wonderful, family-friendly
event and survived to tell the tales! This is community, this is what Oberlin
Village represents - strengths, struggles and PRIDE. Please take a moment to
visit our website and view the wonderful photos of this event captured by our
talented volunteer photographer Sereion Humphrey.

The Celebration of Oberlin continues as we transition to our "Voices of Oberlin:
Portraits and Oral Histories" exhibit presented at two locations. This three-year
oral narratives project was a collaboration between the City of Raleigh Arts
Office, Director Kelly McChesney, the Black on Black Project, Founder and
Interviewer Michael Williams, and the Friends of Oberlin Village. We have
captured poignant, heartfelt stories about growing up with love and pride in the
premiere community of Oberlin Village, the last known surviving intact
settlement founded by a free Black in the state of North Carolina. The
personally shared stories are sometimes rugged and raw, but real first-person
accounts of growing up during the depression, during Jim Crow, during the Civil
Rights movement, and most importantly growing up Black in the City of Raleigh.
It's a testimony to the strengths, struggles, and the desire for racial equity and
respect that you will never read about in history book. It's an opportunity to “sit
on the porch” and listen to the full experience of life lived in Oberlin. The exhibit
will be at the Block Gallery through September 22, and an additional exhibit will
be available at the Oberlin Regional Library located in the Village District
shopping center from July 10 until September 30.

Let us know what you think. There are still many more stories to be recorded
and shared, and we are searching for funding to do so.

All the best,
\izé/‘mz g 7000('/

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village



“Oberlin was a community
of — it was a community
of change. ... Because it’s no
longer in existence the way
that it was, it should still be
remembered as one of the
premier communities in the
state of North Carolina. I
really think it should. I do.”

Andria Fields

Voices of Oberlin: Portraits & Oral Histories
Now - September 22, 2023

Curated by Michael S. Williams of the Black On Black Project, the Voices of
Oberlin exhibit features portraits and oral histories of 20+ residents
celebrating life and communal bonding in Raleigh's historic Oberlin Village.

Oberlin Oral Histories is a community engagement partnership between the
Friends of Oberlin Village and the City of Raleigh Public Art Program. In 2017
as a part of the Percent for Art Program associated with the Transportation
Bond, Raleigh Arts began working with Friends of Oberlin Village and
residents to develop the scope for a public art project along Oberlin Road.
During engagement it became clear that capturing the voices of the Oberlin
elders and original residents of Oberlin Village was vital for both the public art
project and the City of Raleigh. Oral Histories were taken from 27 members
of Oberlin Village selected by Friends of Oberlin Village. The interviews were
taken throughout 2020-2021, mostly through virtual recording, due to the
Covid 19 pandemic.

Block Gallery
Raleigh Municipal Building
222 West Hargett Street
Raleigh, NC 27601
919-996-3610
M-F, 8:30am - 5:15pm

All of the Oberlin Oral Histories are now available through the SoundCloud
link below.

Click the link below for the ABC11 "Voices of Oberlin" news story.


https://soundcloud.com/raleigh-arts/sets/oberlin-oral-histories

ABC11 Coverage
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Historic Oberlin Cemetery Clean-Up
July 15
9 am - Noon
Rain or Shine

Please join the Friends of Oberlin Village in maintaining the Historic Oberlin
Cemetery at 1014 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, located behind the InterAct building. If
you have them, please bring work gloves, clippers, or tarps. Light refreshments
and water will be provided. For more information, please contact Doug Jennette

at adjennette01@gmail.com.

ITSYOUR RACE £ ITS YOUR RACE

Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Recap

The 2nd Annual Oberlin Village Heritage 5K took place on a beautiful June 17
morning at the WakeMed Soccer Park in Cary, NC. Congratulations to all of the
winners, and participants in their various categories. The overall first place male

and female winners Jedaiah Ruhl and Katie Trumble are pictured above. The

kids run had great participation as well!

Click on the links below to see news coverage of the 5K!

WRAL Interview

WRAL Juneteenth Celebrations


https://abc11.com/amp/voices-of-oberlin-juneteenth-raleigh-evens-exhibit/13391709/
mailto:adjennette01@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/1-RO2NKSpRk
https://youtu.be/OWXyopUp2_k

Thank you to all who participated by running, walking,
volunteering, and supporting the booths!

Thank you to all of our sponsors!

Photos Credit: Sereion Humphrey

Many more pictures are available on the Friends of Oberlin Village website!

More 5K Pictures

Photo Credit: Hamilton Wood Foundation

Support Preservation of African American Burial Grounds
For many years, African American burial grounds across the nation like Pierce
Chapel African Cemetery have suffered from a state of disrepair or are
inaccessible, and many remain undocumented. These sacred places for tribute
and memory are integral to the shared story of our American heritage.

As part of the FY 2023 omnibus spending package, Congress included
provisions of the African American Burial Grounds Preservation Act that
authorized a National Park Service-administered grant program to be
implemented in consultation with the National Trust for Historic Preservation
and African American heritage groups. This new $3 million grant program will
aid efforts across the country to research, identify, document, preserve, and
interpret historic African American burial grounds.

Please sign your name to let your elected officials know you support
preserving these sacred landscapes, and ask them to support the newly
authorized African American Burial Grounds Preservation Program by
approving full funding of $3 million in FY 2024 appropriations.



https://friendsofoberlinvillage.org/gallery/
https://support.savingplaces.org/page/51930/-/1
https://support.savingplaces.org/page/51930/-/1
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WWW.TRIANGLEPF.ORG
August 21-25

Free Virtual Debate Camp - Rising 5th-10th Graders

FREE and VIRTUAL debate camp opportunity at the Triangle Public Forum
Debate Institute! This camp is perfect for rising 5th-10th graders. From August
21st to 25th, 1-4 pm, students will have the chance to dive into the world of
persuasive arguments, critical thinking, and powerful communication. They'll
learn how to craft compelling arguments, speak with confidence, and master the
art of persuasion—all from the comfort of home. Our experienced coaches will
guide them through engaging debate designed to boost confidence and
sharpen skills. By joining this camp, they'll also connect with like-minded
students from all over the Triangle, forming new friendships that will continue to
inspire them long after the camp ends.

Spaces are limited, so act quickly to secure a spot. Visit www.trianglepf.org for
more information and register at https://forms.gle/zrémbVFjfGdHfJ8JA.

Don't let them miss out—the world is waiting to hear what these young minds
have to say!

July Celebrations

Happy Birthday to Chris Mincey - July 7 and Floyd Laisure - July 20

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and
events we can share as a community.

Tributes
A wonderful way to extend the impact of your donation is to designate your gift
as a tribute in honor of, or in memory of, someone special or to mark an
occasion.

The following tributes were made in the 2nd quarter of 2023:

« Bonnie Medinger in honor of Parker Call
e Mary Hughes in honor of Parker Call


http://www.trianglepf.org/
https://forms.gle/zr6mbVFjfGdHfJ8JA

» Millie Georgopoulos and Kathy Huffstetler in memory of Thelma Evans,
Maple Banks, and Annie Merritt
e Rodney Turner in honor of The Turner House

Upcoming Events:

07/15 Oberlin Village Walking Tour 10:00 am

07/15 Historic Oberlin Village Cemetery Clean-Up 9:00 am
07/24 FOV Meeting 6pm Virtual/In Person

Thru 09/22 Voices of Oberlin: Portraits and Oral Histories Exhibit

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or
Yearly recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time
donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community.

DONATE

The Newsletter Editor is Sandy Mueller and she can be reached at
sfmuellr@gmail.com.
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