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Say My Name
 
April 29 was a wonderful day of celebration and pride for the Friends of Oberlin
Village and the residents of the community. We unveiled the historic marker
which acknowledged and honored the unsung heroes that used civil
disobedience to gain the right for all races to be served in restaurants. Later
seven of the former students that participated in the sit-downs at the
Woolworths on February 12, 1960, held a panel discussion at the Oberlin
Regional Library to share their personal experience of taking a stand. The night
ended with a community BBQ dinner with jazz, historic trolley tours and a pop-
up museum of 13 different hosts sharing historic, preservation and development
information about Oberlin. Despite the wonderful accolades and media
coverage, there still remains an ongoing resistance from some members of our
at large community to acknowledge by name the existence of our thriving
neighborhood.
 
In her article Rooted in Freedom: Raleigh, North Carolina’s Freedmen’s Village
of Oberlin, an Antebellum Free Black Enclave, published in the October 2020
North Carolina Historical Review, Dr. M. Ruth Little shares the following
research about the developing community of Oberlin which claimed the right to
establish a name of honor:
 

“White newspapers referred to the colony by neutral names, such as
“Peck’s Place,” “Morganton,” and Save-Rent,” and other derogatory
references, leading its citizens to assert their right to name their own
community. The Raleigh Daily News printed a letter on March 13, 1872,
from “Many Citizens:”
 
"Dear Sir:
You will please do us the kindness to correct the many errors you have
unknowingly made in the name of our flourishing little village. It is neither
Morganton, San Domingo, or “Save Rent” but "Oberlin." With a due
compliance, you will greatly oblige etc.
 
"The paper published a condescending response:
 
"At the request of “Many Citizens” we publish the following
communication handed us by one of the same yesterday. In answer to
which we will say, call it what you please. We are sorry we ever called it
anything but should necessity hereafter require it, we shall call it
Morgantown-San Domingo-Save Rent-Oberlin."
 

151 years later Oberlin is still snubbed by those with privilege. Instead of the
white press, it is developers that refuse to use the Oberlin name in their new
projects built in Oberlin, particularly along Oberlin Road, perhaps in an effort to



erase the physical reality of this long standing community of thoughtful and
respected residents.
 
And so like the founding families of Oberlin, it is my turn to respond:
 
Dear Developer:
You will please do us the kindness to correct the many errors you have
knowingly made in the projects that you have built in our proud thriving village.
It is neither Budleigh East, Hayes Barton Place, Cameron Manor or other, but
Oberlin. With a due compliance, you will greatly oblige.
Most Sincerely,

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village

 

Mark Your Calendars: June 17 for the Oberlin Village
Heritage 5K

 
Registration for the 2nd Annual Oberlin Village Heritage

5K Run/Walk is now open!

Sign Up early for registration discounts! 

Location: WakeMed Soccer Park, Cary
5K 8am      Kids Dash 9am

Runners and walkers of all levels are welcome.

Click below for more information.

Oberlin Village 5K Info

Please consider volunteering, donating, or sponsoring this year’s event.
If interested in finding out more, contact Chris Mincey at

development@friendsofoberlinvillage.org

 

A Beautiful Day to Celebrate Oberlin

https://oberlinvillage5k.com/
mailto:development@friendsofoberlinvillage.org


Celebrate Oberlin was a huge success! The weather could not have been more
beautiful, and the company even more so. We had a record number attend the
evening event and ended up selling out the BBQ dinners! The band Epic got the
crowd moving and a fun time was had by all. More pictures will soon be
available on the website! 

Thank you especially to all of the volunteers
who make this such a special event!

 

 

Sit-Downs Honored with Marker Unveiling



Prior to our Celebrate Oberlin evening event, the Oberlin community celebrated
the unveiling and dedication of the NC Civil Rights Trail Marker, located on the
2000 block of Woodburn Road in the Village District. It was attended by over
150 people, including seven of the 41 protesters who were arrested back in
1960 in front of the Woolworths, as well as several state and city officials.
Click on the link below to watch the local news coverage of the event. 

WRAL Coverage of Marker Unveiling

After the marker unveiling, a panel discussion was held with standing room only
at the Oberlin Regional Library, with former student protestors David Collins
Forbes, Sr., Thomas Hooker, Clyde Johnson, Swanola McKinnon, Otis Tucker,
Jr., Charlie Young, and Clara Lawson, and moderated by Mary Ruffin Hanbury. 
After introductions, the audience participated in a Q&A session with panel
members. Some highlights of the discussion: 

The actual arrests and subsequent release took place rather quickly.
The students participating in the protest were screened to be sure they
could remain calm in the face of provocation.
While there were whites involved in the protests, it was decided
strategically that they should not be on the front line.
Several months after the sit-ins SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee) was formed at Shaw University
While we can learn from past events, every age has to struggle to find
out how to affect change. The Raleigh Reparative Justice Resolution was
cited as a current example. 
Strategies emphasizing calm and dignity prevailed so as not to give
police a reason to overreact. 
They stood up by sitting down. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6iT9e-1RFQ


Celebrating Our Volunteers
A descendant of one of the founding families
of Oberlin, Cheryl Crooms Williams returned
home and thrives in researching and sharing
the rich history of the community. For many
years, Cheryl’s maternal Turner family
ancestors served as the sexton of the
Oberlin Cemetery. Today Cheryl continues
the stewardship of the National Historic
Oberlin Cemetery by serving as the Chair of
the FOV cemetery committee. This
committee hosts the multiple community 

cemetery “straighten ups” that have transformed the cemetery from a place of
disrepair to a place of dignity. After retirement and several requests to help us
grow, Cheryl kept to her promise and joined the Friends of Oberlin Village. In
addition, to her devotion to the cemetery she has served as a Board Member
and the Education Chair. Her “boots on the ground” request for signatures was
vital to the establishment of the Oberlin Historic Overlay District. Attendees of
the FOV guided walking tours especially enjoy her narration of the rich history
of Oberlin. We thank Cheryl for being such a passionate advocate of our
organization and community!

 

Meet the New FOV Board Members
Willette Rochelle-Teasley, Board

Member Term 3/1/2023 - 2/28/2025
Born and raised within Oberlin Village,
Willette Rochelle-Teasley is a seasoned
operations officer with close to four decades
of experience working in the residential
mortgage lending field. Over the course of
her career, she has had the opportunity to
hold a variety of roles within different
commercial/banking enterprises, all of which
have helped sharpen her operational,
auditing, compliance and organizational skills
and talents. In 2016, Willette joined Truist
Bank (formerly known as BB&T) where she
is currently serving as one of their Assistant 

Vice Presidents, providing a range of services and support trusting to collateral
oversight specific to condominium projects and builder review escalations and
approvals. As someone who grew up in Oberlin and who still worships in this
very community to this day, Willette is deeply committed to the work of
preserving Oberlin Village and is looking forward to leveraging her talents to
support the Friends of Oberlin. In her spare time, Willette enjoys spending time
on the links as an avid golfer. She also has a particular affinity for baking and
spending time with family. 



Jillian Kuehn, Board Member 
Term 3/1/2023 - 2/28/2025

Jilly Kuehn is a Raleigh native and proud
alumna of UNC-Chapel Hill, where she
obtained her degree in media & journalism.
She works downtown at a public relations
agency overseeing client needs in the
corporate communications & regulated
industries vertical. Passionate about historic
neighborhood preservation amidst Raleigh's
rapid economic growth and real estate
development, Kuehn hopes to lend her
expertise in media relations and storytelling 

to amplify the significance of Oberlin Village to the surrounding community and
beyond. Compassionate, energetic, and creative, she comes well-equipped to
any project with a listening ear and an open mind. She spends her free time
volunteering with The Junior League of Raleigh, distance running or attending
barre, and walking her chihuahua-terrier mix, Louie. 

 

April Celebrations
 

Happy Birthday to Johnny McLean - May 31
 

Please send along birthdays, anniversaries, or other celebratory dates and
events we can share as a community. 

 

Condolences
 

Condolences to the friends and family of Sean Floyd Laisure,
who passed on April 11, 2023.

 
 

Have an Oberlin Village Memory to Share?
Some of the most interesting articles included in this newsletter have come from
members of the FOV community. If you have photos and/or stories from the
past or the present that you would like to share, please send them to
friendsofoberlin@gmail.com for possible inclusion in a future newsletter.  

Upcoming Events:
05/20  Oberlin Village Walking Tour 10:00 am
05/22  FOV Meeting 6pm Virtual/In Person
06/17  Oberlin Village Heritage Run/Walk

 
If interested in attending any of
our Upcoming Events, email
friendsofoberlin@gmail.com to
sign up. 

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or
Yearly recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time

donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community. 

mailto:friendsofoberlin@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofoberlin@gmail.com
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https://friendsofoberlinvillage.org/donate/

