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Dear Friends,

As 2022 becomes history, I want to thank you for your unwavering support of
FOV! We are grateful for your tireless efforts this past year which was faced
with multiple challenges, surprises, and rewards. Oftentimes when we are in the
“thick of things” we don’t notice how much of a positive difference our efforts
make in preserving and honoring the legacy of Oberlin, and instilling pride
within the generational residents that have weathered so many dilemmas.

Lift Every Voice….and Advocate - “Lift Every Voice and Sing” is a beloved
poem and song penned by Harlem Renaissance writer James Weldon Johnson
and set to music by his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson. It speaks joyfully about
the hope and resilience of Black people transcending the enslavement and
discrimination of the past and celebrating freedom.

In 2023, we will raise our advocacy voice even louder as we work to save the
generational cottage homes in Oberlin. Not only are these generational homes
a visual time capsule of the Black families that helped to build Raleigh socially,
physically, and economically, but these homes provide affordable housing for
many that are on a fixed income. Uprooting these residents to make way for
development only increases the demand on the City of Raleigh for suitable
housing for our esteemed elders.
 
We know that you are relying on FOV to lead the charge, and we are relying on
you to take action by providing your vocal and written support directly to our
State and City leaders, and by appearing at re-zoning, development, and
Raleigh Historic Development Commission meetings that feature proposed
Oberlin tear-downs on the agenda. 
 
TOGETHER we can make a GREAT team, but more importantly WE CAN
EFFECT CHANGE!
 
So on behalf of the Oberlin community, the Friends of Oberlin Village and
myself, THANK YOU for advocating and acknowledging the rich history and
legacy of a thriving and beloved community.
 
May you and your family be blessed with compassion, humility, and happiness!

Executive Director
Friends of Oberlin Village



 

Lift Every Voice ... and Advocate!
The Oberlin Village community is experiencing an acceleration of demolition,
development and renaming of our community. We need to make our voices
heard so that the architecture and culture of Oberlin is not forever lost. We ask
that you communicate directly with our city leaders who vote on various
proposals of development that determine Oberlin's future. To support this
advocacy FOV is providing the contact information below for those who have
the vote and influence to make your voice heard. Ask to be advised of meetings
and agendas, request to speak at the meetings, or write asking these
representatives to support Oberlin's preservation. This contact list will also soon
be available on the FOV website. 

Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC) -
Meets 4th Thursday Monthly 5 p.m.
Contact information: rhdc@rhdc.org     919-832-7238
Gaston Williams, Executive Committee Chair
Katie Pate, Vice Chair
Rob Allen, Secretary/Treasurer, & on Certificate of Appropriateness Committee
Wes Tripp, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee Chair
Heather Leah, Member
Curtis Kasefang, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee Member
John Reese, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee Member
Jordan Ryland, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee Member
Barden Culbreth, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee
Ian Dunn, Certificate of Appropriateness Committee
 
State Representation         
Ted Budd, US Senator    202-224-3154   budd.senate.gov
Deborah Ross, US Congresswoman    919-334-0840   ross.house.gov
Tim Longest,  NC House Rep. 919-733-5773    Tim.Longest@ncleg.gov
Jay Chaudhuri, NC Senator 919-715-6400   Jay.Chaudhuri@ncleg.gov
 
City of Raleigh - 919-996-3050
Mary-Ann Baldwin, Mayor   mary-ann.baldwin@raleighnc.gov
Mary Black, District A    mary.black@raleighnc.gov
Megan Patton, District B   Megan.Patton@raleighnc.gov
Corey Branch, District C   corey.branch@raleighnc.gov
*Jane Harrison, District D   Jane.Harrison@raleighnc.gov (Oberlin District)
Christina Jones, District E   christina.jones@raleighnc.gov
Stormie Forte, At-Large Council Member   stormie.forte@raleighnc.gov
 
Developers and Financiers of pending projects you see posted should also be
contacted and asked to support and honor Oberlin by way of architectural
features and naming of projects. 
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Hybrid FOV Meeting to Include
Carmen Cauthen Reading
Our next FOV general meeting, Monday,
January 23 at 6 p.m. will be a hybrid meeting
with both in-person and Zoom attendance
options. To celebrate the new year, FOV is
hosting a reading by Carmen Cauthen from
her recently released book "Historic Black
Neighborhoods in Raleigh."  Copies of  

Carmen's book, FOV Historic Notecards and FOV t-shirts will be available for
purchase at the meeting. The meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall in
Wilson Temple United Methodist Church at 1023 Oberlin Road (enter the side
door near the ramp). An email will be sent out one week prior to the meeting
with the option to register for the in-person meeting or to request the Zoom link.
We look forward to seeing many of you in person again!

 

FOV Call for Board Member Applications - Jan 17 Deadline!
Looking to get more involved in the preservation and advocacy of the Oberlin
Village community? FOV is looking for new members to join the Board for a
two-year term. The Board typically meets on Mondays five times a year,
currently through Zoom. Members also lead or serve on an FOV Committee
and should anticipate dedicating approximately five hours per week towards
their FOV responsibilities. Interested individuals can find more information
through a link on the FOV website front page. Applications must be submitted
by Tuesday January 17, 2023. 

 

Turner House Featured in Walter
Magazine
We encourage you to read the feature length
article "Home & Heritage: The Story of The
Turner House" by Courtney Napier, which
appeared in the December 2022 issue of the
Raleigh magazine WALTER. Cheryl Crooms
Williams shares the history of the Turner 

House which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002, and
its inhabitants including family lineage back to Sin'Tha Wilson and her parents
who were enslaved at Stagville plantations. Cheryl recently formed the Historic
Turner House Foundation and plans to provide house tours to share the
success story of the Turners and the house that was built by the formerly
enslaved. Tours may be scheduled by email at turnerhousetours@gmail.com.
You can read the full article here. 

2023 Save the Date for Two FOV Signature Events

April 29, 2023 - Celebrate Oberlin community gathering featuring
BBQ, jazz band, and historic trolley tours of our community
June 17, 2023 - Oberlin Heritage 5K Race

Sponsorships - if you or your company would like to be a sponsor for one of the
above events please contact Chris Mincey development@friendsofoberlinvillage.org

Condolences
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Condolences to Chris Mincey and his family, whose father Wayne Mincey
passed away on December 12. (Obituary)

 
Condolences to Gloria Hunter and her family, whose mother Hermena Hunter

passed away on December 15. (Obituary)
 

Condolences to Shirley Usry and her family, whose husband Bob Usry passed
away on December 16. (Obituary) 

 
Condolences to Sandy Mueller and her family, whose step-father Jack Bertram

passed away on January 1. (Obituary)
 

So that we can celebrate and support each other as a community, we invite you
to send along birthdays, anniversaries, other celebratory events, and losses. 

 

Have an Oberlin Village Memory to Share?
Some of the most interesting articles included in this newsletter have come from
members of the FOV community. If you have photos and/or stories from the
past or the present that you would like to share, please send them to
friendsofoberlin@gmail.com for possible inclusion in a future newsletter.  

Upcoming Events:
01/21  Oberlin Village Walking Tour 1:30pm
01/23  FOV Meeting 6pm Virtual/In Person
04/01  Cemetery Clean-Up Day 9am

 
If interested in attending any of
our Upcoming Events, email
friendsofoberlin@gmail.com to
sign up. 

Did you know that donors can set up Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly or
Yearly recurring donations through the Friends of Oberlin website?
Click on the button below to set up a recurring donation, or a one time

donation, to support the preservation and education activities that Friends of
Oberlin Village provides to the community. 

DONATE
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