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Happy March Friends of Oberlin Village! We hope you enjoy this newsletter
which includes upcoming events, resident history, local news and more! Enjoy!

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 19 Pop Up Market

12 noon - 5 p.m. - Pop Up Raleigh Art and Vintage Market

Located at Trophy Brewing, 656 Maywood Ave, Raleigh

Come out and see the FOV education tent! You'll find information about Oberlin
Village, notecards, t-shirts and volunteers answering questions. Volunteers are
still welcome for outdoor shifts to hand out information about Oberlin Village.
Email friendsofoberlin@gmail.com if you are interested in helping out!

Raleigh Day of Service: Historic Oberlin Cemetery
Clean-Up

Come on out on April 9 and join the Friends of Oberlin
Village as we participate in the maintenance and
preservation of this historic cemetery. Did you know that
the cemetery, which was established in 1873, has been
estimated to have between 517 and 660 graves?

Run/Walk or Volunteer in the Inaugural Oberlin Village
Heritage 5K!

The Inaugural Oberlin Village Heritage 5K Run and Walk will take
place Saturday, June 18 from 8 - 11am in Raleigh's Dix Park.
Runners and walkers of ALL levels are encouraged to participate.

 Event proceeds will support the Friends of Oberlin Village in
raising public awareness and preserving Oberlin’s rich history,
contributions, and achievements.

* Volunteers needed to staff tables, especially those with
knowledge of Oberlin Village.

* Interested in registering, donating, or volunteering?
Visit oberlinvillageheritage5k.itsyourrace.com/

* Follow us on social media. Facebook: Oberlin Village Heritage
5K Run/Walk; and Instagram: OberlinVillage5K
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Pictured above: 1910 Census, West Raleigh

The Cook Family

Many older Oberlin Village residents have mentioned the Cook family as being
important to the community. There were actually two Cook families in Oberlin.
At this time, it is unknown if Jackey and Eliza Cook were related to each other
but they were enslaved on Dr. Cook's plantation outside of town and lived in
adjoining rooms. None of the records give Dr. Cook's name; however, Dr.
William Cook, the principal of the North Carolina School for the Deaf and
enslaver of 24 people, is a likely candidate. Jackey's and Eliza's families kept
in touch after Emancipation and eventually both resided in Oberlin Village.

Jackey (also spelled Jackie) served as a midwife on the Cook plantation and
later nursed Mildred Mordecai at the now demolished Cameron house near St.
Mary's School. Her parents' names are unknown; however, her sister Maria
lived on Martin Street near the Old Fairgrounds in 1871. Jackey was the mother
of Priscilla Cook (Hunter) (1845 - 1917), Willis Haywood (1848 -1924), Mary
Ortney Cook (Roberts) (b. 1850), William Henry Cook (b. 1852), Laura Cook (b.
1859). During the Civil War, Jackey married Solomon Nelson who was
temporarily relocated to Wake County from Beaufort County, in an effort by his
enslaver to escape the Union army. After Emancipation, Solomon returned to
the coast leaving Jackey and their son Charlie behind. Jackey rode a train
down east trying to find him but was unsuccessful. She supported her family
and sent her children to school -- Charlie to the city's schools and Mary Ortney
to Shaw University.

In 1871 while attending Shaw, Mary Ortney met and married Nicholas F.
Roberts, a native of Northampton County. He later taught at Shaw University
and also edited the African Expositor newspaper, holding a place of high
respect within Raleigh.

Eliza Cook (~1819 - aft. 1910) was also a nurse and after Emancipation and
worked for Dr. Crawford. By 1899, she was listed in the city directory living in
Oberlin with her son Edward (1857-1924), a plasterer. In 1903, she purchased
a lot in Oberlin. Eliza and her son Edward testified in the Nelson v. Hunter NC
Supreme Court case, with transcripts containing details of life in Oberlin Village
during the Reconstruction Era. Eliza's daughter Ada Cook Webb (1865-1942)
was listed as the superintendent of the Colored Home in 1940 and the widow of
Samuel Webb. Edward Cook was buried in Oberlin Cemetery.

If you have corrections or more information about these families, please contact
Kathy Staley at kathrynlstaley@gmail.com.

Oberlin is Still Oberlin

There is some misinformation out in the community about Oberlin Village, that
FOV members can help to correct. The Village District name change only applied
to what was formerly known as Cameron Village Shopping Center, not to Oberlin
Village itself, as has been reported by some. Please help by providing
clarification to anyone who has this misunderstanding.

TRIBUTES

A wonderful way to extend the impact of your donation is to designate your gift as
a tribute in honor or in memory of someone special.

The following tributes have been made in 2022:

« Ann B. Sides in honor of Randy Sides
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» Joe Burton in memory of James P. Tucker and Jennie Lipscomb

Josh Palmer-Licht in memory of The People Who Built Oberlin Village
Ann and Ron Wooten in honor of Margot Dawson

e Lucy Daniels in memory of Spurgeon Fields

» Vanessa Winbush-Morgan in memory of Langston Hughes Morgan, Sr.

Thank you to all who have donated! Your contributions keep FOV running,
supporting research, the website, cemetery plans and clean ups, BBQs,
publications like our brochures and Senior Guides, and much more! Thank You!

Amazon Smile Reminder

Remember that an easy way to support Friends of Oberlin Village, or any charity,
is to use Amazon Smile whenever you visit Amazon. Set your Amazon Smile
settings by searching for "Amazon Smile" in the Amazon search bar on the
webpage or the Amazon App. You'll be able to choose your charity from there.

smile.amazon.com

Upcoming Events:

3/19 Pop-Up Raleigh Market 12-5 pm If interested in attending any of
3/28 Virtual FOV Meeting 6pm our Upcoming Events, email
4/09 Oberlin Cemetery Clean-Up 9am-Noon  friendsofoberlin@gmail.com for
6/18 OV Heritage 5K Run/Walk 8-11am more details.

Friends of Oberlin Village greatly appreciates your financial support. If
interested in making a donation, please click on the link below.
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